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Introduction:

Links are the distinguishing feature of the World Wide Web. They let you skip from one page to another, call up a movie, or a recording of your favorite band. 

A link has three parts: a destination, a label, and a target. 

The destination is the most important. You use it to specify what will happen when the visitor clicks the link. You can create links that show an image, play a sound or movie, download files, send an email and more… The most common links connect to other Web pages or Website. 

The second part of the link is the label, the part the visitor sees and clicks on to reach the destination. It can be text, an image, or both. 

The third part of a link is the target. The target determines where the destination will be displayed. The target may be a particular name window or frame.

Creating a Link:

If you have more that one Web Page, you will probably want to create links from one page to the next (and back again). You can also create connections to Web pages designed by other people on other servers.  

To create a link to another Web page:

1) Type <A HREF=”page.html”> where page.html is the URL of the destination Web page.

2) Type the label text, that is, the text that will be underlined or highlighted in blue, and that when clicked upon will take user to the URL referenced in step 1.

3) Type </A> to complete the definition of the link.

Tips:

· As a general rule, use relative URLs for links to Web pages on your site and absolute URLs for links to Web pages on other sites.

· A link to a page at another site might look like: 

<A HREF=”http://www.site.com/directory/page.html”> Label text</a>
· You can open create a link to a site’s home page by using http://www.site.com/ or http://www.site.com/directory/. The trailing forward slash tells the browser to search for the default file, usually called index.html, in the last directory mentioned (or in the root directory, if none has been mentioned).

· It’s a good idea to use all lowercase letters for your URLs to avoid problems on the many servers that are case sensitive.

· Don’t make the link’s label too long. If the label is part of a sentence, keep only the key words within the link definition, with the rest of the sentence before and after the less than and greater than signs. 

· Try not to use “Click here” for a label. Instead use the key words that already exist in your text to identify the link. 

Practice and Apply:

· Open TextWrangler and make a new document
· Save your document in your HTML Folder as “Lesson_4.html”
Apply a Background Color
· Apply Font Styles (color, sizes, formatting)
· Choose your five (5) favorite websites (these will be your links)
· Summarize why you choose these sites (why you like them)
· Print your completed lesson on the HP LaserJet Printer






